Reza Zargari of Huntington Beach’s A Global Rhythm Dance Studio has been teaching ballroom dancing since the spring school Semester for the YMCA of Orange County’s Youth Achievers Program. The YMCA of Orange County Youth Achievers after school program is a place where 7th and 8th grade students from Costa Mesa High School can come to the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, and receive homework assistance, mentoring assistance, and experience enrichment activities in the areas of literacy, science and technology, international perspectives, college and career exploration, leadership development, arts and humanities, service learning, life skills, sports and character education program.  This program is offered at no cost to the students through fundraising efforts by the YMCA of Orange County and volunteers. 
Ironically years before opening the dance studio, Reza had actually been a Program Specialist at the very same program for the YMCA of Orange County. A little known fact to Arianna Wren, current Program Director of Youth Development, when contacting Reza about volunteering. Excited about working with the kids again Reza quickly agreed!

Originally Reza was only contacted to volunteer instructors for an hour a week dance session. This has since led to using this extra curricular activity as a motivational tool to get the kids to get their grades up by way of a dance competition between the students. 

In order to participate in the contest the students need to make sure they have no “F”s on their report cards. Once accepted to participate they will compete in two dances: Merengue and Tango. A Global Rhythm Dance Studio will then be awarding two Disneyland tickets to the winners of the contest.

The contest is scheduled to take place Thursday June 7th from 4:30-5:30pm at the church. Contact The Dance studio for more details.

ADDITIONAL A GLOBAL RHYTHM DANCE STUDIO INFORMATION

A Global Rhythm Dance Studio was started in 2005 by Reza Zargari, out of a passion for the art of teaching dance. The studio teaches ballroom, Latin and more by offering a variety of the world's social dances including Waltz, Salsa, Swing, and Middle Eastern among many others, available through a variety of programs based on student budget and time availability! Monthly memberships are also available. 

Our students range in age from teens to those seventy and better, and come from all walks of Orange County life. Aside from offering private and group classes, A Global Rhythm Dance Studio has moved the dancing from the classroom out to the real swing, salsa, and Middle Eastern clubs and restaurants by offering several regularly scheduled field trips. Our instructors and students have also performed for Orange County residents at the 2006 Orange County Fair arts stage, and have become Huntington Beach’s number one wedding dance specialists. 

A Global Rhythm also believes in helping the community and world around us. Since its inception, the studio has donated more than $4,000 in silent auction donations to over 40 local non-profit organizations, was the only dance studio in all of Southern California to put together a fundraiser and send money to Blue Cross after the Hurricane Katrina disaster, and raised over $3,100 at the American Cancer Society’s 2006 Relay For Life in a single weekend.

A Global Rhythm has had interviews in three local magazines (OCPC, Huntington Beach Independent, and OC Weekly). The following is a link to one of our articles. This particular feature ran just a few months after the studio opened its doors: http://www.ocweekly.com/culture/arts/doing-the-afghan-shuffle/19092/

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE STUDIO, INCLUDING OUR MONTHLY CALENDAR, PLEASE VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:

www.agrdance.com

www.aglobalrhythm.com

FOR PERFORMANCE AND PROMOTIONAL PHOTOS AND IMAGES, PLEASE VISIT: 

www.flickr.com/photos/agrdance

